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Your name and personal information

given name

Your first name — the name your family gave you, not
your last name.

BF — RSB, T2f
The officer points to the form and asks, "What is your given
name?" You say your first name.

family name

Your last name, also called your surname — the name
you share with your family.

% — RIGEKR, 5ERE
"What is your family name?" means the officer wants your
last name.

legal name
Your full, official name exactly as it appears on your legal
documents.
EEWR — I ERBNERMR
"Is this your current legal name?" The officer is checking
the name on your records is correct.

date of birth
The exact day you were born — the month, day, and year.

HEBH — fREENSE. AL B

"What is your date of birth?" Give the month, day, and year
you were born.

country of birth
The country where you were born.

HEEK — REERER

"What is your country of birth?" Name the country where
you were born, even if you left as a child.

Family and marriage
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nationality
The country you legally belong to as a citizen.
EfE — MAE 2 2RESHNER

"What is your country of nationality?" Say the country
whose citizen you are now.

marital status
Whether you are single, married, divorced, or widowed.
SRR — RIE. BIE. BEBEE(E

"What is your marital status?" You answer with one word,
like "married” or "single."

sex
Whether you are male or female, as shown on your
records.
M5 — B K
The officer checks that the sex marked on your form
matches your documents.

A-Number
Your Alien Registration Number — a number USCIS uses
to find your immigration file. You do not need to
memorize it.
ASH — BREAFANARERN S
"Can you confirm your A-Number?" It is the number that
starts with the letter A on your green card.
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spouse
The person you are married to — your husband or wife.
Bof® — fREVSLREEF
"What is your spouse's date of birth?" The officer is asking
about your husband or wife.

divorced
No longer married because a court legally ended the
marriage.
BiE — IBWERERRL, THEXE
"Are you divorced?" Say yes only if a court officially ended
your marriage.

widowed

No longer married because your husband or wife has
died.

B — kEEt, TBEXE

If your spouse has died, you tell the officer you are
widowed.

dependents

The people you support with your money, usually your
children.

RHEFA — BIREFHA, BERFX

"How many dependents do you have?" Count the people,
like your children, who rely on you for money.

Where you have lived

lawful permanent resident
A person allowed to live and work in the U.S.
permanently — a green card holder.
BEKAER — HEE R, ALUEEEREMIENA
"When did you become a lawful permanent resident?" Give
the date on your green card.

residence

The place where you live.

EFr — REERHTS
"What is your current residence?" Tell the officer the
address where you live now.

physically present
Actually being inside the United States, not traveling in
another country.
SKFREIRA — BEAEEERRN
"How many days were you physically present in the U.S.?"
This counts the days you were really here.

Work and school
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biological child

A child who is related to you by birth, not adopted or a
stepchild.

FREFL — FERNZTF, FTRUWFH

The form may ask if a child is your biological child or your
stepchild.

stepchild

The child of your husband or wife from another
relationship.

H#rL — RSt APTENZT

"Is she your biological daughter or your stepchild?" A
stepchild is your spouse's child, not yours by birth.

maiden name
The family name a person had before they married.
sERIYE — MEETIR
"What was your wife's maiden name?" The officer wants
her last name before marriage.

continuous residence
Living in the U.S. without long trips away since you got
your green card.
EEEE - 2RRFE—EREEEE, RBEKEBR
Long trips abroad can break your continuous residence, so
the officer asks about time spent outside the U.S.

mailing address
The address where you receive your mail, which can be
different from where you live.
\@Ethi — fRUk{E a9t
"Is your mailing address the same as where you live?" Say
no if your mail goes somewhere else.

abroad
In a country outside the United States.
TEES — EEERIM

"Have you spent time abroad since becoming a resident?"
Abroad means any country that is not the U.S.



N-400 Interview Vocabulary

employer

The company or person you work for.

BE — BERMFANATEHNA
"Who is your current employer?" Give the name of the
company where you work.

occupation

Your job or the kind of work you do.

Bl — fREY TESZ AL
"What is your occupation?” You might answer "cook,”
"nurse,” or "student.”

Trips outside the United States

trip
A time when you traveled outside the United States and
came back.

1T — —REIRFHIRE
"How many trips have you taken outside the U.S.?" Count
each time you left and returned.

absence

A period of time when you were away from the United
States.

BiRHAE — EEERIME B —ERATE)
"How long was your longest absence?" The officer wants
the number of days you were away.

Taxes

file a tax return
To send your tax forms to the government, usually once
a year.

Wi — IERIR LG T

"Did you decide not to file a tax return?" Say no if you send
in your tax forms each year.

owe
To have money you still must pay to someone, like the
government.
R — EBHEBEE
"Do you owe any overdue taxes?" The officer asks if you
still must pay taxes from the past.

Selective Service
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self-employed
Working for yourself in your own business instead of for
a company.
BHE - B2ZELER
"Are you self-employed?" Say yes if you run your own
business.

unemployed

Not having a job right now.

Kl — BRisBIE
"Are you currently employed or unemployed?" It is okay to
say you are unemployed.

passport
An official travel document from your country that lets
you cross borders.
PR — BTEMRRITHNE 7AIEE
"Which passport did you use to travel?" Show the
document you used to leave and enter.

reentry
Coming back into the United States after a trip.
BRNER — ITREREANEE
The officer may ask about your reentry — the day you
came back into the country.

tax return
The form you send the government each year that
reports the money you earned.

IR — BFERRUNRIRE

"Did you file a tax return last year?" That is the yearly form
about your income.

overdue
Late — something that should have been paid or done
already.
B — RRROZENE AT S
"Do you have any overdue taxes?" Overdue means taxes
you were supposed to pay but did not.
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Selective Service
A U.S. system where most men register in case the
country ever needs a military draft.
EREL - BiEC, UEERTELE
"Did you register for the Selective Service?" Most men who
lived here between ages 18 and 26 had to register.

Groups and organizations

organization

A group of people who join together for a shared
purpose.

PR — AHEBTI—EFA
"Have you been a member of any organization?" This can
include a club, union, or political group.

Military service

armed forces
A country's official military — its army, navy, air force,
and similar groups.
HEEA — — P ERMERER
"Have you served in the armed forces of any country?"
This means an official national military.

combat

Active fighting in a war.

{EbY — HFEHPAYSEPRALSH
"Did you take part in combat?" The officer asks if you
fought in actual battles.

deserted

Left the military without permission and did not come
back.

FNE/BRE — REFEHEEBFEN
"Have you ever deserted from the military?" This means
leaving the armed forces without permission.

Good moral character
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register

To officially put your name on a government list.

Bid - BBFINERZR
"When did you register?" The officer asks for the date you
signed up for the Selective Service.

draft
When a government requires people to join the military.
fEx — B =RHIARER
The Selective Service exists so the government could call
people for a draft if it were ever needed.

member
A person who belongs to a group or organization.
p5 — BTFEANEERIA

"Are you a member of any groups or clubs?" Tell the officer
about groups you have joined.

associated with
Connected to a group or a person in some way.
5. 8% - 5EFAGRHIEATERR

"Have you EVER been associated with this group?” The
officer asks if you are connected to it.

discharge
The official end of a person's time in the military. A
"dishonorable” discharge is given for serious misconduct.
B — ERERER; “FREREZRTESLD
"Did you receive a dishonorable discharge?" This asks how
your military service ended.

bear arms
To carry and use weapons, especially as part of military
service.
i — R HERREE, LHREEMS
The oath asks if you are willing to bear arms for the United
States if the law requires it.

noncombatant service
Helping the military without fighting, such as medical or
office work.
FEERARSS — ARSI hBHZEPA, FIANET TIE
"Are you willing to perform noncombatant service?" This
means helping the military without fighting.
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good moral character

Behaving in an honest, responsible way that most people
would consider right.

RiF@EmIT — MSE. ASEgA

The law says you must show good moral character, so the
officer asks about your honesty and your record.

arrest

When police stop and hold a person because they may
have broken the law.

B — BRI HEEMIS IR0
"Have you ever been arrested?" Say yes even if you were
let go, and bring any papers.

cited

Given an official ticket or notice by police, often for a
small offense.

AR — WRELTRHER

"Have you ever been cited by the police?" A traffic ticket is
one example of being cited.

detained

Held by police or officials and not free to leave.

BINE — WELNEBINE, FESH
"Have you ever been detained?” This means officials kept
you and you were not free to go.

charged
Officially accused of a crime by the government.

Wietr — WIEIEEIETE

"Have you ever been charged with a crime?" Being charged
means the government formally accused you.

conviction

When a court officially decides a person is guilty of a
crime.

EIE — ERAIEMICERTE
"Have you ever had a conviction?" Say yes if a court found
you guilty, even long ago.

probation
A period when a person must follow strict rules set by a
court instead of going to prison.
ER — BrRIAE ABELE
"Were you placed on probation?" This means a court let
you stay free under supervision.
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parole

Being let out of prison early, under strict rules and
supervision.

B — RAHAt, BXNE

"Were you ever on parole?” This means you were released
from prison early under rules.

sentence

The punishment a court gives a person after a
conviction.

T — &R ERIRL T
"What was your sentence?" The officer wants to know the
punishment the court ordered.

controlled substance

A drug whose use is limited or banned by law, such as
cocaine or heroin.

EHIZY) — ERIREIHRLLENER
"Have you ever sold a controlled substance?" This means
illegal drugs controlled by law.

gambling
Playing games for money, especially in an illegal way.

TS — EeTHE, LiEIRERE

"Have you earned money from illegal gambling?" This asks
about money from illegal betting.

smuggling
Secretly and illegally bringing people or goods across a
border.

EFL A — IEEBASHE L IR
"Have you ever helped smuggle anyone into the U.S.?"
Smuggling means bringing people or goods in illegally.

fraud

Lying or tricking someone on purpose to get money or a
benefit.

HRIE — HUSHRIR LUREX £ s air &b
"Have you ever committed fraud?" Fraud means lying on
purpose to gain something.

misrepresentation
Giving false information on purpose to get an
immigration benefit.
ERFR — MEREERERUNSBRIFL
"Did you ever give false information to immigration?" That
is misrepresentation, and honesty matters here.
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failed to support dependents

Not giving money you were required to give to care for
your children or family.

RETTHRFTNS — REXNNAFTHKABTLTFE

"Have you failed to support your dependents?’ This asks if
you did not pay required support, like child support.

Eligibility and the oath

genocide
The deliberate killing of a large group of people because
of their race, religion, or nationality.
MEERE — EMR. REEEEMARETARA
"Were you ever involved in genocide?" The officer must ask
everyone; answer honestly.

torture
Deliberately causing severe pain or suffering to a person.
BER — MRS ER ST E
"Have you ever committed torture?" This is a required
question for every applicant.

totalitarian
Describing a government that has total control over life
and allows no opposition.
AN — 2EIEH. AR SBIEUTF
"Were you ever a member of a totalitarian party?" This asks
about parties that allow no other voices.

communist party
A political party that believes the government should
control property and the economy.
H R — TIKABAFERE RIS
"Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party?"
Answer honestly; the officer asks everyone.

guerrilla group
A small armed group that fights using surprise attacks,
not a regular army.
WP — RARGHVNEHER R
"Have you belonged to a guerrilla group?" These are armed
fighters who are not part of a national army.

overthrow
To remove a government by force.

YR — BRI ERAT

"Have you tried to overthrow a government?” This means
trying to remove a government by force.
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weapon
An object used to hurt or kill, such as a gun, knife, or
bomb.
H2s — ARMATRARRE, W]
"Did you ever use a weapon against another person?" A
weapon is anything used to harm someone.

hijack
To take illegal control of a plane, ship, or vehicle by force.
A — AR E S ER

"Have you ever helped hijack a plane?" This is one of the
required security questions.

kidnapping
Taking and holding a person against their will, often for
money or power.
HIR — EEMARRIBATEHNR
"Were you ever involved in a kidnapping?" This means
taking a person by force.

assassination
The killing of an important person, often a leader, on
purpose.
TR - EERTEEANY, HIINESA
"Have you EVER engaged in kidnapping, assassination, or
hijacking?" The form lists these together.

recruit
To get people to join a group — a serious problem when
the people are child soldiers.
BE — LAMAENEER (BRI LEENBET™E)
"Did you ever recruit a child soldier?" To recruit means to
sign people up to join a group.

prostitution

Exchanging sexual activity for money or payment.

EE — AT RIS
"Have you ever engaged in prostitution?" This is a required
good-character question.
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married to more than one person

Being married to more than one person at the same

time.

B S5— AL EZEE — A—ERESHARES ABIEEX R
"Have you EVER been married to more than one person at
the same time?" The form asks this directly.

deportation

When the government forces a person to leave the
country.

IXZF iR — BATREIREABFER

"Have you ever been ordered deported?" Deportation
means being removed from the United States.

removal

The legal word for ordering a person to leave the United
States — the same idea as deportation.

— IFHIRRYERAIE

"Have you ever been in removal proceedings?" Removal is
the modern legal word for deportation.

nobility
A royal or noble rank passed down in a family, such as
prince, duke, or baron.
Rk — HBNEERA, NFEEHLEH
"Do you have a title of nobility?" You may be asked to give
up any noble title at the oath.

allegiance
Loyalty and support that you give to a country.
X&IL‘\ 17]"\5(9‘ A.%mi?# 5"_;\152

At the ceremony you take the Oath of Allegiance,
promising your loyalty to the United States.

renounce

To formally give up something, such as loyalty to another
country.

M5 — EXNSFESY), FlanxEeRE

The oath asks you to renounce, or give up, allegiance to
any other country.

oath

A serious, formal promise. New citizens take the Oath of
Allegiance.

BE - MENIEAE; TIARBEEIREER

"Are you willing to take the full Oath of Allegiance?" The
oath is the promise you make to become a citizen.
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constitution
The set of basic laws that the United States is built on.
5k — EEMLUZIIAIRAAE
The oath asks if you will support the Constitution and the
laws of the United States.

claimed to be a U.S. citizen
Saying you are a U.S. citizen when you are not. This is a
serious problem on the form.
EMMECEREEAR — HMfECEREELR
"Have you EVER claimed to be a U.S. citizen, in writing or
any other way?" Answer carefully and honestly.

willing

Ready and agreeing to do something.

BE — EEFHEREMES
"Are you willing to defend the Constitution?" "Willing"
means you agree to do it if needed.

armed group

A group that carries weapons and is not a country's
official military.

HEFE — EHHE. EFRETERENENEX

"Have you EVER served in, been a member of, assisted, or
participated in any armed group?" The form explains this
means a group that carries weapons.

causing harm or suffering

Hurting someone because of their race, religion, national
origin, social group, or political opinion.
ERHEREE — BEARMEK. R REFE.
AU RmAE
"Causing harm or suffering to any person because of his or
her race, religion, national origin, membership in a
particular social group, or political opinion?" This is one of
the Yes/No questions.

HRBHAEL

advocated
Supported and promoted an idea or a cause. The form
gives you this meaning inside the question.
FiK BN - ZFHEHEMEKHIE
"Advocated (supported and promoted) any of the

following..." The form explains the word in the question
itself.

incited

Encouraged other people to do something, usually

something harmful.

Boh — BRI AEMES, BEEEENS
"..conspired (planned with others), prepared, planned,

advocated for, or incited (encouraged) others..." The form
explains incited as encouraged.
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sabotage

Damaging or destroying something on purpose, often

property or equipment.

WIFED) — EERT SR )m, BEU~8gE
"Engaged (participated) in kidnapping, assassination, or

hijacking or sabotage of an airplane, ship, vehicle, or other
mode of transportation?"
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